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Pre-recorded text in electronic part 

Part 1 – CHILDHOOD 
My parents were much older than usual parents are 

My father was a Communist, a Zionist, a Jew. All the good things… 

My mother came from Szeged from a Jewish merchant family and had an unbelievably 

beautiful contralto and wanted to become an opera singer 

Was a great love affair. They got married and then they started working on me for 14 years 

The house in which lived was a typical, old fashioned, almost 19th century style salon. 

Music, culture, artists, literature… 

Part 2 – BEFORE THE WAR 
But then the Hungarians came and occupied northern Yugoslavia and my father was 

immediately arrested as a Jew, Zionist, Freemason, Communist. 

He knew what was coming 

He led the sports delegation to the Maccabia to Palestine in 1935, wanted to stay there 

having read Hitler, and my mother adamantly refused. She wrote him: “How can you be so 

cruel to take me and my 1 year old child to the desert?”. So the foolish man came back. 

Part 3 – SHOA 
Then when the Nazis got into Hungry with full Hungarian participation, my father said, 

okay, they are going to take us, I don’t know where, don’t know what, come to this village 

and let’s be together 

And when the deportation started in June ’44, we were deported from Battonya 

And on the way to Auschwitz when two of those cargo trains stopped, for some reason 

parallel, and people were screaming through the, not windows, through those, whatever, 

each other, “what do you know of that person?, what do you know of that person?”, my 

mother who was standing (there was no sitting place) on one side of the wagon and I on the 

other, learned from people from Szeged that my grandmother and the two aunts committed 

suicide on my birthday, 16th of June ’44, thinking that they would never see the darling child 

again. 

We were taken to Auschwitz. Not really disembarked in Auschwitz because the gas 

chambers were overworked, and they kept us sort of queuing up. 

But then the allies started the carpet bombardments of German and Austrian cities. So we 

were taken to Floridsdorf in Vienna 

We were housed, so to speak, in bombed out schools, taken out every morning to clean up 

the rubbles, got back, twice bombed out with fire bombs and other things but somehow 

survived! 

Then in April 44 they decided, the Nazis, it’s finished, we should go back back to Auschwitz 

to be killed and they started the famous death marches. 

And when we had to go my father forbid me to take my collection of glass churches and I 

don’t remember ever in my life hating anybody as much as I hated him then. 

We started the death march and both women, my mother and the other family’s mother, 

literally couldn’t march, what was the reason I don’t know, so it was clear that if we don’t go 

along with the convoy we will be shot 

We stood aside, SS came up to us and said “look the Russian army is very close, if you write 

down my name and my number and you testify that I was a good one, I won’t shoot you”. 

Part 4 – ESCAPE 
Then we hid in a barn for a month, until the Russians really came, in a village north of 

Vienna called Spillern 

In the same barn were some Ukrainians, they took the women, they allowed us to stay and 

the women were every night with them 

There was no food so the 14 year old girl and I left the barn at night and we stole, as far as  
I remember, from garbage cans potato peels and these kind of things on which we lived for  
a month but we survived 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